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January 1809 saw the retreat through
Galicia of the British troops under

the command of Sir John Moore.
Forced into retreat by the unstoppable
advance of the Napoleonic troops, their
goal was to reach Corunna and embark
on the ships waiting for them there.

RECREACION DE LA BATALLA DE ELVINA
RECREATION OF THE BATTLE OF4ELVINA

The Battle of Corunna, which took
place on the outskirts of the city of
Corunna, was without doubt one of
the most important battles fought in
Galicia during the Peninsular War.

The British troops entered the city

on 11 January 1809 from Betanzos,
crossing the bridge al El Burgo, which
they then blew up in an attempt

to hold back the French advance.

Indeed, it would take Soult’s forces , o
several days to find an alternative soe °
route across the River Mero and to

reach the British soldiers position.

This allowed ships that were to take
them back to their homeland and

embark the sick, artillery and horses,

whilst at the same time re-grouping
and stocking up on provisions.

MUJERES CORUNESAS EN LA R
WOMEN OF AICORUNA IN THE R

By this time the British had
recovered considerably from
the harsh pursuit and had freed
themselves of any burdens.
The first drums announcing

the battle that would inevitably

follow were heard on 15 January,

when Field Marsahl Soult

took up position on the hills

of Palavea and Pefasquedo,
overlooking the enemy camp in
Elvifia. The apparent inactivity
of the French led Moore to
order a retreat, which aroused
the suspicions of the French,
and the battle began on 16
January. The same day, the
Napoleonic troops stormed the
village of Elvina and all hell was
let loose. The battalions led by
Moore himself defended their
position, which made them
vulnerable to the relentless fire
of the French lines, who were
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gradually torced to slow down
their advance. In the midst of
fierce fighting, the Scottish
general was hit by a cannonball,
and he died several hours later
in a house in one of the city’s
main avenues, deprived of
seeing the fruits of his heroic
deed.

On the nights of 17 and 18
January, once the height of
battle had passed and the
fighting died down, and with
the aid of the local people, the
English managed to embark
and set sail for home. The last
British division, under the orders
of Marshall Beresford, prevented
the French from shelling the
ships. General Alcedo remained
in control of the defence of the
city until the last ship had left
the bay. He then surrendered to
the French.

Corunna was a battle with no
clear victors or losers. On the
one hand, the majority of the
British troops managed to
reach the city and retreat by
sea, which was their principal
objective; and on the other
hand, the French were equally
victorious in the sense that they
manage to take control of the
area.
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Sir John Moore. British general who
led the withdrawal of British troops,
through the port of A Corufia, in the
War of Independence.

Nicolas Jean-de-Dieu Soult. French
politician and military leader who led
the troops of Napoleon in the War of
Spanish Independence.

La Reina del Desierto

Lady Hester Stanhope,

Queen of the Desert

According to the chronicles of the day,
this British noblewoman, niece of Prime
Minister William Pitt, was the mistress

of General Sir John Moore, who was
fatally wounded at the Battle of Elvifa
on 16™ January 1809. Every year since
then, Lady Hester journeys to A Corufna
to pay her respects to the love of her life.
Legend has it that her ghostly silhouette
can be seen wandering San Carlos
Garden, Moore’s final resting place.

The mysterious shadow of an elegant
woman appears suddenly from nowhere,
dressed in white and her face hidden by
her wide-brimmed hat. She makes her way
slowly to the tomb of her loved one, where
she stops befare vanishing into thin air.

If her spirit could talk, it would tell us

that in addition to her romance with
Moore, Lady Hester was one of the great
travellers of the Georgian era, despite the
fact that it was an age when eccentricity
amongst women was frowned upon. She
travelled extensively throughout the Near
and Middle East, where she spent the last
30 years of her life, hence her nickname
‘Queen of the Desert’. She went down

in history as being the first European
woman to visit Damascus, the first white
woman to enter the forbidden city of
Palmyra and the first female traveller to
live with the Bedouins.
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A tour of the sites related
to the Battle of Elviia/

The battle was fought in an area
known as Llano de Elvifa, Just
outside the city of A Coruia,
where the Royal Navy ships were
anchored, awaiting the evacuation
of the British troops.
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Puente de O Burgo
Paseo da Ria do Burgo
(fuera de la ciudad, 7 km)

O Burgo Bridge

Paseo da Ria do Burgo

(out of the city, 7 km)

Originally of Roman origin, this
bridge 1 was altered in the Middle
Ages (12th century) and rebuilt in
1992. It was crossed by the troops
of Sir John Moore as they retreated
to A Corufia, who then blew up the
bridge to prevent the French troops
from crossing and to give the
British soldiers time to embark on
the ships anchored in A Corufia Bay.

Pefia de Galiacho
Monte da Zapateira

Galiacho Rock

Monte da Zapateira

These plagues, located at the
foot of Zapateira Hill in ElviAa,
commemorate the passing of
General Sir John Moore’s troops
and the battle that took place
here. The Prince of Wales unveiled
one of the plagues in 1931. The
others were financed by several
local historical societies and
were unveiled by the British
Ambassador in 1997.

lglesia San Vicente de Elvina
Rua Camino da lglesia

The Church of San Vicente de Elvifia
Rua Caminio da lglesia

The ancient Church of San Vicente
witnessed the front line fighting

at the battle of Elvifa, or Corunna.
Both names are used for the

battle which was the final meeting
and confrontation between the
Napoleonic troops under Marshal
Soult and the British troops led by
General Sir John Moore, who was
fatally wounded in action.
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Placas por los caidos en la Batalla
Rua Caminio da lglesia
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Santa Margarita Park

Parque de Santa Margarita

Site of the ruins of a mili, one of
the many that existed in the hills of
Santa Margarita, today converted
into a park. The fighting reached
this area, with fierce clashes
between the Napoleonic Dragoons
and the British Highlanders, who
were retreating to the Fishing
Quarter and the Old City to embark
on the ships anchored in the bay.

San Antén Castle

Avenida do Parrote

This castle, a former fortress

and island, although today it is
connected to the mainland, played
a major role in the defence of the
city and port. Today it houses a
fascinating archaeological museum,
including a room dedicated to the
1809 Battle of Elvifa.
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Plaque in honour of the fallen at
the Battle

Rua Camifio da Iglesia

This plague can be found next to
the stone cross belonging to the
Church of San Vicente of Elvifa.

It was unveiled on 15" January
1999 by the British Ambassador to
Spain, during the 190™ Anniversary
celebrations. The plague honours
the memory of ali those French,
British and Spanish soldiers that
fell. There is also a plaque in
memory of the French general
Joseph Yves Manigualt, who was
also killed during the battle.

Placa conmemorativa

Canton Grande, 5 Paseo de Sir John Moore

Granja de los Franciscanos en la

Universidad de A Corufia

Rua Lisboa
Commemorative Plaque
Canton Grande, 5
This plaque can be seen on the
facade of the Banco Popular
building on Cantén Grande, site of
the home of local trader Genaro
Fontenla and where Sir John
Moore died on 16" January 1809
from the wounds inflicted by a
cannonball during the battle.

Sir John Moore Promenade
Paseo de Sir John Moore
This promenade winds round the
gardens of San Carlos, from which
it is separated by the sturdy walls
of the old bastion. Thanks to the
initiative of the Knights of Maria
Pita, with the close collaboration of
the City Council, which approved
the idea, in the summer of 1995 this
promenade was named after the
British general.
Franciscan Order Farm. — -
A Coruia University
Rua Maestranza
This site contains the ruins of the
Franciscan Order Farm, which have
today been restored and house
university administrative offices.
Marshal Soult spent the night of
the battle here. It was chosen as
the command post for the French
army due to its location, height
and excellent visibility; the French
artillery batteries were positioned
just a few metres away, from where
they fired onto the battlefield. One
of their cannons fatally wounded
General Sir John Moore.

Oleo de la Batalla
Palacio Municipal
Praza Maria Pita

Museo Histérico-Militar
Praza Carlos I, 1

QOil painting of the battle

Palacio Municipal

Praza Maria Pita

An oil painting of the Battle of

A Corufa in 1809 by the local
painter Jano Mufoz commissioned
The Royal Green Jackets
Association of A Corufa who also
acted as historical advisers. It was
painted using techniques dating
back to the early 19th century and
depicts intriguing details of the
clash between British and French
troops. It is on display in one of the
official rooms in A Corufia City Hall.

The Military and History Museum
Praza Carlos I, 1

The regional Military Museum
stands practically opposite San
Carlos Gardens, in Plaza de Carlos 1,
next to the beautiful Church of la
Venerable Orden Tercera de San
Francisco. The exhibits include
weapons and other objects from
the 1809 Battle of Elvifa, as well as
a scale model.

El monolito del mariscal Soult,
Duque de Dalmacia
Campus Universidade da Corufia

Monolith to Marshal Soult,

Duke of Dalmatia

Campus Universidade da Coruria
This monument stands on the
site of the battle, today part

of the University of A Corufa
campus. The text is the same as
that Marshal Soult had inscribed
on a rock after the battle, “HIC
CECIDIT JOHANNES MOORE, DUX
EXERCITUS IN PUGNA JANUARII
XVI, 1809 CONTRA GALLOS A
DUCE DALMATIAE DUCTOS” and
was unveiled on 16" January 1998
by the French Ambassador to Spain.
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Puerto de A Coruia
Avenida do Parrote

Jardin-Baluarte de San Carlos
Paseo de Sir John Moore

Port of A Coruia

Avenida do Parrote

A partial view of the port and bay
of A Coruna from the Parrote wall,
as well as one of the famous gates,
through which sorne of the British
troops embarked on 15" and 17t
January 1809.

San Carlos Gardens and Bastion
Paseo de Sir John Moore

In the middle of this garden stands
the mausoleum that has guarded
the remains of general Sir John
Moore for almost two centuries.
In 1834, the military governor of
A Corufia, Francisco Mazarredo,
decided to honour the memory
of the British general, ordering a
garden to be built with the tomb
in the centre.

Parque de Santa Margarita
Parque de Santa Margarita

Castillo de San Antén
Avenida do Parrote



